11 MARCH 2020

PC1-20 | THE DECLINE OF RURAL BUSES
Summary
The County All Party Parliamentary Group (County APPG) and the County
Councils Network (CCN) are undertaking an independent inquiry into the decline
of rural bus services in county and rural areas.
Context
Bus services in rural areas provide a lifeline to many residents, but it is widely
recognised that their number and frequency have been in decline over the past
few years. The Campaign for Better Transport recently analysed Department for
Transport figures and found that over 3,000 bus routes have been reduced,
altered or withdrawn between 2010 and 2018. Linked to this, a joint inquiry in 2018
into Social Mobility between the County APPG, CCN and Localis found that the
reduction in bus services is having a negative impact on the social mobility of
residents in county areas in terms of access to skills and education.
The County APPG intends to undertake an inquiry into the decline of rural bus
services in county areas, and hopes that the inquiry will bring a focus on the
following issues:
•
•
•
•
•

Data analysis with an external partner that quantifies the scale of the
decline of rural bus services in county areas
The extent to which this has been triggered by reduced resource available
for non-statutory services
The impact that this has on residents (i.e. access to education, skills, jobs
and leisure);
The impact that this has had on public service delivery (i.e. adult social
care)
Innovative solutions that county authorities have put in place (i.e. Total
Transport) which could be adopted or scaled up

Key lines of inquiry
NALC will be responding to the key lines of inquiry as follows:
1. The decline of bus services in rural areas, and the impact that this is having on
residents and growth.
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This could include:
•

•

Quantitative analysis that demonstrates reduced funding and reduced bus
services in your area, including frequency of service and number of routes in
operation;
Qualitative evidence that demonstrates the impact that this has had on social
mobility and access to jobs, skills and training opportunities; • the impact that
this has on public service delivery.

2. The innovative practices authorities have put in place that could be scaled up
across the country.
Points you may want to cover include:
•

You may want to use this as an opportunity to highlight pilots or innovative
schemes that you have adopted that other councils may want to consider

3. The additional powers or levers that would make the biggest difference to
provision of bus services in county/rural areas.
Points you may want to cover include:
•

•
•

How extending devolved bus franchising powers, including bus service
operators grant, to areas other than metro-mayor areas would help to
introduce new routes
areas that the Government’s National Bus Strategy should cover as a priority
the type of bus infrastructure that could be supported as part of wider efforts
to respond to the climate emergency

Your evidence
Please email your responses to this consultation to jessica.lancodfrost@nalc.gov.uk by 17.00 on 8 April 2020. County associations are asked to
forward this briefing onto all member councils in their area.
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